APPENDIX B

A new Sports & Leisure Centre for Stevenage: Your Feedback

Stevenage Borough Council recently asked local communities to share their views on a proposed
new Sports & Leisure Centre for Stevenage. The proposed new facility will bring together all under
one roof the sports and swimming facilities, currently provided at Stevenage Arts & Leisure

Centre, and Stevenage Swimming Centre.

We asked residents, businesses and visitors to complete a short survey to help us better
understand what's important. Over 400 responses were received and this feedback, of which the
headlines can be found below, will help us to begin to shape a new state of the art building for

Stevenage, promoting healthy living and wellbeing for residents.

Most of you told us that a modern building with sports, wellbeing and swimming under one roof
would encourage you to use the facilities, which you would like to see in an accessible location
with safe access for pedestrians. There needs to be adequate parking, including blue badge

spaces, alongside cycle parking and cycle storage.

There should be improved changing facilities and a café provided. Spaces for groups and classes
is a must, as is the need for spaces for indoor sports and leisure. There needs to be a schedule of

events and activities for people of all ages and abilities.

The swimming pool should allow space for lane swimming alongside lessons and swimming
clubs. The water should be deep with provision for interactive water play and a spectator area for
the pool. Wellbeing is a key focus of this proposed upgraded offering for the town, and some of

you asked for a spa alongside provision for mental health and mindfulness activities.

Many of you have further questions around the facility. This is a facility for the local community
and this survey is the start of a process to work together on a building with something for
everyone. We will now work with a design team on the next stages and will share further

information in due course, including around the future opportunities for the community to

comment.
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Cllr Richard Henry, Leader of Stevenage Borough Council, commented: “My thanks go to
everyone who completed our recent survey. Feedback is invaluable as we work with our
communities on this proposed new facility and continue to deliver the best for Stevenage. We
know how well-used the current facilities are and this new building will increase the user
experience, future proofing these services for increased usage and modern living. Our teams are
working hard to meet as many of your needs as possible, and we look forward to providing an

update in due course”.

The project will be partially funded through the Government's Towns Fund. The Stevenage
Development Board secured £37.5m in March 2021, and a proportion of this will be used for this

new facility.

Adrian Hawkins OBE, Chair of the Stevenage Development Board, commented: “We have been
delighted that more than 400 people have taken the time and the trouble to take part in our

recent survey which centred on providing a new Sports and Leisure Centre for Stevenage.

“The insight gained has of course proved invaluable, but just as importantly it has shown that the
people of this town view our regeneration scheme as a key part not just of their futures but that

of their children’s as well.

“The remarkable technology sector and our advances in STEM can only come to fruition If we are
also able to underpin and develop our sporting heritage. Stevenage has become world famous
for sporting men and women who have triumphed on the biggest stages and our commitment

to a new Sports and Leisure facility shows that we take seriously all aspects of this development.”

ClIr Loraine Rossati, Executive Member for Culture, Leisure and Information Technology, said: “We
have a vision for this new facility for the town, and we are committed to working with our
communities to realise this. Collaboration is key, both with our residents and project partners, and
I would also like to thank Everyone Active and Morgan Sindall as we work together to provide the
best in class. We won't be able to deliver everything, but by understanding what is most
important to you, we can further explore the art of the possible and sharing the next stages of
this proposal. There will be further opportunities to comment and we encourage everyone to

e their say at the next available opportunity.”

STEVENAGE
BETTER

a place for everyone

www.Stevenage-Even-Better.com



Allan Prescott, Everyone Active contract manager, said: "We're thrilled to see such positive
feedback from the local community regarding the proposed new Sports & Leisure Centre for
Stevenage. These headline findings reflect a clear desire for modern, accessible facilities that cater
to the diverse needs of our residents. We're excited about the potential of this state-of-the-art
building to promote healthy living and wellbeing for all, and we look forward to working closely

with Stevenage Borough Council to bring this vision to life."

We asked you to share your views on a proposed new
Sports & Leisure Centre for Stevenage. Below is a
snapshot of what you told us you would like to see.
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Modern building Accessible for all Family friendly
in an accessible with a wide range with activities
location of facilities for all ages

Wellbeing A bigger pool and Space for classes
interactive water play and indoor sports

0 .
w uﬁx\ Fo Wiy

Safe pedestrian Parking: vehicles, blue
access badge spaces and bikes

A café
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NOTES TO EDITORS
For more information please contact the Communications Team on 01438 242168.

More information on the wider f£lbn Stevenage town regeneration plans can be found at:
http//www .stevenage-even-better.com.

THE TOWNS FUND

The Towns Fund is a priority for the government and central to the levelling up agenda. Through
working directly with places and putting power in the hands of local businesses and
communities, it is unleashing the economic potential of towns and high streets across England.
The government wants to see vibrant towns that are more attractive places to live, work and visit;
and to level up opportunity across the country so that everyone (wherever they live) can
contribute to and benefit from economic growth.
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